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Information for GPs

Introduction
Coventry and Rugby CCG receive a fixed budget to Commission Healthcare Services; and is therefore not able to routinely fund all treatments and procedures. The CCG may decide that a treatment or procedure should not be routinely funded because:

· Treatment is subject to a clinical eligibility threshold (the patient has to satisfy certain criteria to receive treatment.

Policies outlining any restrictions, thresholds for treatment and eligibility criteria for each procedure are available on the CCG website at:

http://www.coventryrugbyccg.nhs.uk/About-Us/Publications-and-Policies/Policies

Responsibilities for GPs
GPs should be aware of treatments subject to a clinical eligibility threshold before referring any patients and should ensure that patients understand when there is likely to be no treatment offered on the NHS. Patients ultimately have the right to a second opinion from a consultant, but in general we hope that the GPs explanation of the system will suffice.

GPs should ensure that any referral made, is compliant with the clinical eligibility threshold, non-compliant referrals will be returned to the GP with the expectation that the GP will manage the patient. 

Prior Approval Process for Primary Hip Replacement Surgery & Primary Knee Replacement Surgery
In general, when referring patients GPs should include patient history relevant to the policies to enable funding decisions to be made.

In order to streamline the process, for referrals for Primary Hip or Knee replacement surgery the CCG has implemented a process for referrals to be approved before an appointment is made with a provider.  

For these two procedures GPs should use the appropriate form for the procedure the patient is being referred for, these can be found in documents on GP Gateway. 

The RSS team will provide prior approval if appropriate, liaising with the 

CSU IFR team. Any referrals received by the RSS team which do not meet the referral criteria will returned to the GP for management of the patient in Primary Care.











Flow Chart – RSS Prior Approval Process for Primary Hip or Knee Replacement Surgery
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