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To:
All GP’s in Coventry and Warwickshire


All GP Practice Managers in Coventry and Warwickshire

Dear Colleague

RE:
ADVICE REGARDING REFERRAL OF PATIENTS WITH PIP BREAST IMPLANTS
The Breast Surgery and Radiology team at UHCW would like to offer the following advice regarding the assessment and management of patients with PIP implants.  PIP implants have never been used at UHCW.   The vast majority of patients in Coventry and Warwickshire with PIP implants will have had their surgery with a private provider.

Patients who present with concerns and have had their surgery in the private sector should initially contact their clinic / surgeon for advice.   Should the private provider no longer exist or if they refuse to offer advice, then referral to an NHS breast or plastic surgery clinic should be considered.   The patients can be referred to UHCW via fax number 02476 965265.   Referrals should include the name of the provider and a summary of the outcome of discussions.  Patients will be accommodated in either a breast or plastic surgery clinic.  

The initial part of any assessment should be an appointment with an experienced breast or plastic surgeon to formulate a management plan.  The plan will include appropriate imaging, depending on the patient’s individual symptoms and signs.   NHS Trusts will be allowed to remove but not replace implants.  For patients who wish to have their implants removed, individual funding requests will be sent to the PCT.

Direct referrals to radiology for breast imaging should be avoided.  

	MARTIN LEE

Joint Medical Director
Arden PCT Cluster 
	FRANCIS CAMPBELL

Joint Medical Director
Arden PCT Cluster
	RICHARD KENNEDY

Chief Medical Officer

UHCW


cc:
Chair of GP Commissioning Consortia

Chief Operating Officers of GP Commissioning Consortia

Chief Medical Officer GEHT


Chief Medical Officer SWFT


Alison Walshe - Director of Commissioning Development, Arden Cluster PCTs

Jacqueline Barnes, Arden Cluster PCTs


Ann-Marie Cannaby – Chief Nurse and Operating Officer, UHCW


Alan Park – Consultant Plastic Surgeon, UHCW

Alison Duncan – Consultant Clinical Radiologist, UHCW

Steve Parker – Consultant Breast Surgeon, UHCW
[Note:  Draft taken from letter accompanying Steve Parker’s e-mail (20 January 2012 (11:17), with amendments suggested in Alison Duncan’s e-mail (25 January 2012 (17:41)] 
