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Children’s Speech and Language Therapy Service  
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Overview
Speech and Language Therapists support children’s speech, language and communication and we work with children 0 to 16. 
These children may experience difficulties in the following areas:
· using clear speech
· listening to and understanding language
· talking in words and sentences
· social interaction
· fluent speech (stammering) 
· eating and swallowing 
There are many reasons why a child may find speech and language difficult. Some examples include, hearing impairment, cleft palate, physical difficulties, learning difficulties or Autism.  Our team of therapists includes specialists in all these areas.  For many other children there is no obvious explanation for their difficulties.

Referral Criteria
Children’s Speech and Language Therapists work with children from the age of 12 months who demonstrate difficulties with social communication, eating and swallowing or a language disorder. 
Children with the following functional difficulties / needs may be referred to this service:
· No interest or active avoidance of social interaction (from 12 months)
· Difficulty understanding simple instructions (from 2 years)
· Stammering (from 2 ½ years)
· Demonstrates frustration in not being understood by familiar adults (from 3 years)
· Frequently hoarse voice for days at a time
· Selective Mutism
· Difficulty eating, drinking or swallowing

Referral Process and Documentation
Please see referral form.
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