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Patient Information: Urgent Suspected Cancer Referral – Brain or Nervous System
Why you have been referred
Your GP has referred you on the Urgent Suspected Cancer (USC) pathway for further investigation of your brain or nervous system symptoms. This pathway helps to ensure people with symptoms that could be caused by cancer are seen and investigated as quickly as possible. 
What happens next
The first step in this pathway is an initial CT scan of your brain.

• You will receive an appointment for your CT scan within the next two weeks.
• If you have not heard within two weeks, please contact your GP practice to let them know.

Your appointment letter will include details of the date, time, and location of your scan, as well as any instructions you should follow.

If you have not had a blood test to check your kidneys in the last 3 months your GP will provide you with a form to have these completed. This is because some scans require a dye to be injected to provide a clearer image. This dye is removed by your kidneys, so it is important to ensure they are working adequately.

After your scan
Once your scan has been reviewed, one of the following outcomes will apply:
No cancer or abnormal findings
The scan shows no sign of cancer or any other abnormality. Your GP will be informed and no further investigation of your brain/nervous system will be required
No cancer, but another abnormality is found
The scan shows no sign of cancer, but an unrelated or non-cancerous abnormality is seen. Your GP will be informed and will discuss the results and next steps with you.
A further scan is required
The CT scan shows something that requires further investigation. You will receive another appointment for a repeat or alternative scan, such as an MRI.
Cancer is identified
If the scan suggests cancer, a specialist cancer team will contact you directly. They will arrange a follow-up appointment to discuss your results, next steps, and the support available to you.
Support and contact
If you have any questions while waiting for your appointment, please contact your GP practice.
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