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CDS
Referral information required

As outlined in the NICE guidelines, referrers need to take account of:
· the severity and duration of the signs and/or symptoms
· the extent to which the signs and/or symptoms are present across different

settings (for example, home and pre- school)
· the impact of the signs and/or symptoms on the child or young person and

on their family
· the level of parental or carer concern and, if appropriate, the concerns of the

child or young person
· factors associated with an increased prevalence of autism 
· the likelihood of an alternative diagnosis.

When referring children to CDS, please include the following information in the referral letter, 
· reported information from parents, carers and professionals about signs

and/or symptoms of concern
· your own observations of the signs and/or symptoms, including information on social interaction, spoken language, responding to others, eye contact, pointing and gestures, pretend play,  repetitive or unusual behaviours, sensory needs

· Parental awareness of  the possibility of an Autism Spectrum Disorder for their child

· Name of the child’s pre-school setting

·  Additional information where possible; on:
· antenatal and perinatal history

· developmental milestones
· relevant medical history and investigations
· information from previous assessments.

Please note that the more detailed the information provided by referrers, the easier it will be for the team to come to a decision. If insufficient information is provided, the Co-ordinator will contact the referrer and request additional information. The child will then be discussed at the next allocation meeting. 

On behalf of the Child Development Service Team,
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