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Referrals are made on the Single Point of Access (SPA) form and the requested service area should be indicated.  If this has not been done the IDS will contact the referrer to ascertain which service is requested.

CRITERIA FOR REFERRAL FOR MULTI DISCIPLINARY ASSESSMENT BY CHILD DEVELOPMENT SERVICE

A GUIDE FOR PROFESSIONALS

All children to be considered for the Child Development Service must be registered with a Warwickshire GP

All children referred to Child Development Service (CDS), whose families have consented, will be entered onto the Integrated Disability Services (IDS) central database. 
The professional referring the child can request a multidisciplinary assessment on an IDS SPA (single point of access) form.

 The criteria for multidisciplinary assessment at the Child Development Service   are: 

· A child with symptoms suggestive of the Autism Spectrum, see NICE guidelines

· Parents are aware of the possibility of a diagnosis of Autism Spectrum

· The referrer should provide detailed background information, following NICE guidelines 

Children can be referred into the multidisciplinary assessment process from the age of 2yrs. Following appropriate support and intervention, they will usually be seen for multidisciplinary assessment following their third birthday. 
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Referrals will be discussed at an ‘Allocation Meeting’, held every 3 weeks, consisting of a panel of professionals that should include, Specialist Speech and Language Therapist, Lead Consultant Teacher from IDS, Birth to 3 Portage Service Manager, Clinical Psychologist. Other professionals may be invited to provide additional background information, as required, e.g. Health Visitor

The meeting will be facilitated by the CDS Co-ordinator, who, following the panel’s decision, will allocate the child to the path which is best suited to the child’s needs

Following the Allocation Meeting, children may be offered further support or assessment.

These may include:

· Referral to individual services, e.g. Speech/Language Therapist, Birth to Three Portage Service, Paediatrician
· Multidisciplinary assessment 
It may be decided that an appropriate range of services is already being accessed and at the present time there is no need for further assessment.

Following the Allocation Meeting the CDS Co-ordinator will inform the referrer of the outcome, in order to feed back to the family.

  
Throughout the assessment process partnership working is promoted to improve outcomes for the child within the family.
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COMMUNITY ASSESSMENT PROCESS (CAP)

Criteria for CAP children include;

· Child over 2 yrs

· Parents querying possible ASD diagnosis

· Child presenting with significant number of clear clinical features of ASD, see NICE Guidelines

· Child known to one or more of the following services; HV team, CDS Early Steps Group, SLT team, Paediatrician, Birth - Three Portage team
· Professionals involved all expressing high level of concern and in agreement re possible diagnosis 

· Child has been seen in more than one setting

· No attachment queries

· No complex medical issues e.g., epilepsy, genetic investigations
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Referrals are made on the Single Point of Access (SPA) form and the requested service area should be indicated.  If this has not been done the IDS will contact the referrer to ascertain which service is requested.

CRITERIA FOR REFERRAL FOR MULTI DISCIPLINARY ASSESSMENT BY CHILD DEVELOPMENT SERVICE

A GUIDE FOR PROFESSIONALS

CDS ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

Criteria for CDS assessment include;

· Child over 3yrs

· Parents aware that ASD is being considered 
· Child presenting with clinical features of ASD, see NICE Guidelines

· Child known to one or more of the following services; HV team, CDS Early Steps Group, SLT team, Paediatrician, IDS Pre-school team, Birth-Three Portage

· Child has been seen in more than one setting
· Professionals involved all expressing concern

· May present as complex i.e. attachment queries, ESL, epilepsy
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