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Handwritten referrals
As of Monday 19th February 2024 the Cardio-Respiratory Unit/ Community diagnostic centre at George Eliot Hospital will no longer accept handwritten referrals. We receive a significant number of handwritten referrals that either have incorrect patient demographic information or are illegible leading to incorrect patient information being registered. This will include the following referrals: 
•           Respiratory Diagnostic referral 
•           Assessment of sleep disordered breathing 
•           Home oxygen therapy 
•           Breathlessness clinic 
•           Echocardiography

We appreciate your understanding and co-operation, thank you.

Ongoing QOF indicator search and alert problems
Please see attached relating to the Review of the learning disability register codes

Coventry and Warwickshire Palliative and End of Life Care Strategy 2024-29
On 31st January 2024, the Palliative and End of Life Care Strategy for Coventry and Warwickshire, along with a delivery plan are launched. 

Coventry and Warwickshire Integrated Care System have developed their first Palliative and End of Life Care Strategy for Coventry and Warwickshire, which is formally partnered by both Warwickshire County Council and Coventry County Council. 

This Strategy set out 5 priorities for the next 5 years which are:  
1.       Provide information which focuses on identification, early intervention and support for people with palliative and end of life care needs.
2.       Access to timely palliative and end of life care with support throughout, for all of our diverse communities.
3.       Support people diagnosed with a life limiting condition and those who matter to them, carers and communities.
4.       Improve the quality of personalised care and support planning for people with palliative care needs, including planning for the end of life, through education and training for all.
5.       Deliver a sustainable system of integrated palliative and end of life care.
 
The Strategy and Delivery plan can be found here

Cancer Update – 31st January 2024
Please see attached for reference.

Child Parent Screening pilot
Health Innovation West Midlands are currently working with colleagues both nationally and locally, including the West Midlands Familial Hypercholesterolaemia Service, on the above project which allows for child screening at the 1-year immunisation appointment for the detection of FH. Once identified, family cascade testing takes place by the WMFH service, therefore identifying the at-risk parent/s in order to prevent premature death from CHD.

Please find attached an overview document that should give you a little more information, if anyone would like further information please contact Blair Elliott, Innovation Project Manager blair.elliott@healthinnovationwm.org   or visit: http://healthinnovationwestmidlands.org   
 
Couples Therapy for Depression – free with the Talking Therapies Service
Couples Therapy for Depression (CTfD) can be quite expensive if seen by a private therapist. However, this service is free with Talking Therapies.

CTfD is for people who are struggling with mild to moderate depression and are finding that their depression is impacting on their relationship. It is a behaviourally-based, 20-session couple therapy designed to treat depression in couples where there is also relationship distress. 

Learn more by going to our Psychological Therapies page and scrolling to the fourth button (Couples Therapy for Depression) or viewing the leaflet or poster

GPs, you can refer your patient by calling the Telephone and Referral Centre (024 7667 1090, Monday – Friday, 9am-4.30pm) or emailing at talkingtherapies@covwarkpt.nhs.uk). In addition, you can ask your patient to self-refer online.
 
Our waiting times are low, where it will take no more than two weeks for a referral to be initially assessed and progressed. From there, it will be between 4-14 weeks to start treatment dependent on the type required.













	Training, events & surveys
EMIS X Webinar - Wed 7th Feb - 1pm
EMIS are hosting a webinar at 13:00 on Wednesday 7th February, to provide an overview of EMIS-X functionality and how it will benefit you and your teams, you can book a place by clicking here.

EMIS-X is the new cloud-based technology platform designed to enhance and expand upon the capabilities of the existing EMIS Web product. As the platform upon which EMIS will build all future solutions, EMIS-X plays a pivotal role in advancing us toward truly integrated care.

This session provides an overview of EMIS-X functionality and how it will benefit you and your teams:

Introduction to EMIS-X and brief look at the evolution roadmap Feature-focused session exploring clinical views, news feed, instant messenger and more Q&A 

Further information can be found at www.emishealth.com/emis-x-primary-care
   
IOM Afghanistan Information sessions
Following are the details and registration links for the sessions:
1. 20th February 2024, 03:30 PM – 05:30 PM 

Afghanistan Information Session: Geography, History, Current Events and Services

This session’s content will focus primarily on the geography and history of Afghanistan, as well as Afghan’s experiences in conflict. The session will also look at the services (including education and health care) Afghans may be used to and their expectations around accessing those services in Afghanistan. This session will be participatory and rely heavily on participant engagement through case studies and discussion, therefore we highly encourage participants to come prepared to have their cameras on during the session.

Register in advance for this meeting:

https://iom-int.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJEqcuGvrz0jGdNVGJjNCGJAZ0cOlKY81Kpx

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting.

      2. 27th February 2023, 03:30 PM – 05:30 PM

Afghanistan Information Session: Cultural Norms, Family and Social Life

This session’s content will focus primarily on Afghan cultural norms, practices, family, and social life. This session will be participatory and rely heavily on participant engagement through case studies and discussion, therefore we highly encourage participants to come prepared to have their cameras on during the session.

Register in advance for this meeting:

https://iom-int.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwtdOuvrzovHtX_YV6W_4zvuzMPS8cw1Quz

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting.

We highly recommend that all participants attend both sessions. We are looking forward to delivering the sessions.

East Midlands Maternal Medicine Network
The East Midlands Maternal medicine network is hosting a one-day conference on Thursday 7th March 2024 where we would like to engage with GP and practice nurses. We have developed a programme which we feel will interest them and there will be opportunities for discussion and opportunities for us to how the network can help to support them caring for pregnant women with complex medical conditions present before, during or after pregnancy.

Please would you be able to circulate our flyer to your local GPs and practice nurses. The conference can be booked on eventbrite and there is a qr code at the bottom of the flyer.

Applications for our Diabetes UK Clinical Champions Programme are open
We’re excited to announce that applications for our Clinical Champions Programme are now open! 
It’s a free opportunity for healthcare professionals from across the UK to develop leadership skills and build a support network to make diabetes care fairer and better. 

The programme will start in May 2024 and end in December 2025. It’s a blend of in-person retreats, online sessions and local events. The practical application of learnings from this year’s programme will focus on getting diabetes essential care right and tackling inequalities. 

We aim to develop leaders at every level of the health and care system who truly reflect the talents and diversity of staff and the communities they serve. We’re particularly encouraging applications from racially minoritised ethnic groups.

To learn more and apply, please visit The Clinical Champions Programme | Diabetes UKattached are programme and application pack.
  
Research Opportunities for General Practice and Primary Care: Commercial Studies
Join the NIHR Clinical Research Network (CRN) for this hour-long evening webinar with a focus on opportunities for commercial studies in primary care. There will be representatives from the NIHR in both the West and East Midlands, including the RCGP Research Lead Dr Nick Thomas, and GPs who have commercial research experience from both West and East Midlands and an industry manager.
 
https://rcgp.my.site.com/s/lt-event?id=a1USg0000006zSDMAY&site=a0d1i00000aKQbhAAG
   
Newsletters
Jan 24 West Midlands ISDN Newsletter
Please circulate the attached to your CVDR networks/clinicians and colleagues working in stroke services.

West Midlands SDE NewsBytes January 2024
Please see attached the latest edition of the West Midlands Secure Data Environment (West Midlands SDE) newsletter for internal stakeholders.

EMIS Newsletter
Please see attached for latest news from EMIS. 

Wellbeing Wednesday - 31st January
This week we are focusing on what wellbeing support is available to you locally and we hope you find this a useful resource. 

The link to Wellbeing Wednesday is : Wellbeing Wednesday: 31st January 2024 - Coventry & Warwickshire Training Hub (cwtraininghub.co.uk)

   
Vacancies
None
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