	[image: A blue circle with white background

Description automatically generated]



	Latest information for practices     Trainings, events & surveys    Newsletters     Vacancies



					[image: A blue sign with white letters

Description automatically generated]









			[bookmark: Latest-information-for-practices]Latest information for practices
Reminder For Action- Measles Guidance and support
Please find attached a letter and guidance from the ICB providing clarity and support in relation to the Measles outbreak.

Reminder FOR INFORMATION: Vapes containing synthetic cannabinoids (SCRA- Spice)
Please see the attached This is a Change Grow Live (Cgl) alert that has been circulated within Cgl following a number of hospital admissions in London in relation to vape pens containing a synthetic cannabinoid often known as Spice.

Advice for staying safe and helping others is attached and below. Please cascade as appropriate.

Warwickshire County Council commissions a range of local services for adults and young people affected by alcohol and/or drugs: 

Change Grow Live (Cgl) - Warwickshire Adult Drug and Alcohol Service 
·                    Visit the Change Grow Live website
·                     Self-referrals or professional referrals to Change Grow Live
Compass – Warwickshire Children and Young People’s Drug and Alcohol Service 
·                     Tel: 01788 578 227 
·                     Visit the Compass website
·                     Young person self-referrals, parent referrals or professional referrals to Compass

Warwickshire Local Drug Information System 
LDIS@warwickshire.gov.uk
https://safeinwarwickshire.com/substance-misuse
 
UKHSA briefing note
In January 2024 UKHSA distributed an update on the national briefing note-3 regarding the 955 strain of C.diff.  This update provided information as to the results of Microbiological sensitivity testing identifying that 955 isolates are RESISTANT to metronidazole and therefore the use of this agent will be ineffective for treating CDI.  Clinicians are advised to ensure they prescribe C.diff treatment in line with NICE guidelines.
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng199/chapter/recommendations#choice-of-antibiotic

Key messages for general practice relating to the launch of Pharmacy First
Please see attached briefing note and attachment that was circulated on 6th February 2024.

Long Covid service being run at SWFT
Please find attached a leaflet for patients and the pathway for community patients and how to refer.
 
Freedom to Speak Up (FTSU) Policy - Launch
Coventry and Warwickshire Training Hub (CWTH) have launched a new Freedom to Speak Up (FTSU) Policy for General Practice.

Alongside the policy, we are introducing our Freedom to Speak Up Guardian, Mai Elftise, whose role will be to support you to speak up if you feel unable to do so by other routes. You can contact Mai via pcftsu.guardian@nhs.net and further information on the role can be found in the policy.

Mai’s role as Freedom to Speak Up Guardian and the purpose of the FTSU policy is to encourage a positive culture where you feel supported to speak up, your voices are heard, and your suggestions are acted upon.

We aim to create a culture where you feel safe and supported to speak up!

We encourage you to look at our new FTSU policy for details on what you can speak up about, who you can speak to and what happens when you speak up. You can also print the poster attached to put up on your wellbeing boards, in staff rooms, or share digitally via your intranet, newsletters or email.

International Recruitment and Modern Slavery Resource
Please see attached leaflet on international recruitment and modern slavery in Coventry and Warwickshire 
 
This is useful for outlining the rights of workers sponsored via International Recruitment and outlining how to identify modern slavery.
 
Talking Therapies patient referral form for professionals – coming out soon!
You may have remembered a few weeks ago, we mentioned the upcoming launch of our Talking Therapies online referral form for professionals. This referral form will enable all mental health and physical health professionals (nurses, doctors, physiotherapists, social workers, etc) to refer patients to our service easily and efficiently with the click of a button. The form will be on our Talking Therapies website highlighted with a specific button.

We have now reached the final stages of development, where we are now testing the page and have created the design. We will inform you once the form is ready for use.













	Training, events & surveys
Celebrate Valentine’s Day with Talking Therapies at Coventry Central Library
The Talking Therapies team will host a Valentine’s Day meet and greet at Coventry Central Library (W Orch Wy, Coventry CV1 1FY) on Wednesday, 14 February 14 from 12-3pm. Join us to learn more about the mental health service, how we have been collaborating with various organisations around the Coventry and Warwickshire area and how we can come to your practice to share this information with your staff.  As it’s Valentine’s Day, we’ll have chocolates to hand out! Please share with anyone who wants to take part in an engaging lunch break! 

Image attached
Poster Attached

Remember, the waiting times for Talking Therapies are still low. Once someone self-refers, it takes less than two weeks to be assessed by a trained clinicians. 
 
Upcoming National Primary Care Webinar
East London NHS Foundation Trust are excited to announce their partnership with NHS England in promoting their National Future of Primary Care webinar series. Their next event, scheduled for February 21 at 7 pm, promises to be insightful and groundbreaking.

Speakers:
Dr. Gillian Orrow, GP and Director at Growing Health Together (NHS Surrey)
Dr. Mohit Venkataram, Executive Director of Primary Care, ELFT

Key Topics:
Explore the neighbourhood approach to integrated primary care, led by the East Surrey Alliance.
Understand the benefits, strategies, and outcomes of Surrey's primary care model.

· Event Registration: [Join on Zoom]
· More details are available on the ELFT website
· Poster attached
 
General Practice Improvement Programme (Practice Level Support PLS) Learning Event - 22 February 24
A Midlands region learning event regarding the national General Practice Improvement Programme (Practice Level Support offer) is being held to share the experiences of two practices who have taken part in the programme and the learning/outcomes achieved from participation.  

GPs and Practice staff will be able to hear and learn from the first hand experiences of practices from Black Country, Derbyshire and Leicester, Leicestershire & Rutland (LLR) regarding their participation in the programme, the elements of the Model of Modern General Practice that the practices focused on as part of their quality improvement journey, the challenges and how they were overcome and the positive outcomes for staff and patients that were achieved.

The event will take place virtually via Teams on Thursday 22nd Feb 2024, 12.30-14.00pm and will be hosted by Anu Rao, GP and Associate Medical Director for Primary Care and PCNs, NHS England, supported by colleagues from the national team and the regional Access Team.

This event will be for GPs and General Practice staff to attend. 

Those wishing to attend the event will need to register for the event in advance  -  Click here for booking

A link to join the meeting will be sent upon confirming registration of attendance.
 
Mental Health Mission researchers looking for primary care input
Please see attached this flyer asking for primary care input into the Birmingham Mental Health Mission. Although the flyer mentions GP input specifically, the researcher is also interested in hearing from other primary care HCP such as Social workers, nurses, psychologists.
 
Newsletters
IG Newsletter Edition 10 February
Please see latest edition of the IG newsletter

EMIS Update
Please find attached the latest EMIS updates and the EMIS web training bulletin attached.

Accurx Newsletter
Please see attached the most recent Accurx newsletter for you to review.

Wayfinder Newsletter - February & Deployment Data Summary Report
Please see attached, This monthly publication will provide you with the latest news from across the programme. Please see attached the Data Summary Report for January 2024.

The deployment data summary report provides an overview of the number of trusts currently live and forecasted, the geographical numbers of trusts live, and the features that are live across trusts within the NHS App, as well as accompanying visuals. 

If you have any queries or feedback, please do not hesitate to reach out to us at wayfinder.comms@nhs.net

Vacancies
Family Support Worker -Migration Team Warwickshire County Council
Please see below a job advert for Family Support Worker in the Migration Team. There is more than one role available. Please circulate widely. 

Please note the closing date of 19th February and interview dates of 28th and 29th February 2024. 
We would actively encourage people who have arrived in Warwickshire on Resettlement and Migration schemes to apply. 

https://ce0242li.webitrent.com/ce0242li_webrecruitment/wrd/run/etrec179gf.open?WVID=821994yYtv&LANG=USA
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