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Reminder: Measles Information and National Catch-up campaign
As you know we have some significant outbreaks of measles in the West Midlands, we have been issuing communications with systems and providers to support with preparedness. 

The attached documents from the NHS England Flu and COVID-19 Vaccination Programme – Midlands provide significant information on:

·        Current position of measles cases
·        Update for General Practice
·        Information on the national catch up campaign and communications material

Please note, all systems have a measles elimination plan and we have stepped up a Regional Measles Oversight Group, system representation has been requested through the ROC/SPOC process, further communications and actions will be circulated from this group as required. 

1.     Measles and MMR Catch-up Campaign Communications Toolkit
2.      Midlands GP Letter
3.      Lesson learnt 2- Measles
4.      Guidance for risk assessment and infection prevention and control measures for measles in healthcare settings
5.      Measles Briefing Note Update
6.      West Midlands Toolkit

If you wish to discuss any of this further, please feel free to contact england.midsroc2@nhs.net

UKHSA Health Protection Briefing Note 2024/003 ‘Emergence of new Clostridioides difficile ribotype – 955 – update’ 
Please find attached briefing note UKHSA Briefing Note 2024/003 ‘Emergence of new Clostridioides difficile ribotype – 955 – update’.

111 Urgent medicine supplies
As I am sure you are all aware for a number of years now patients have been able to call NHS 111 and request an urgent supply of repeat medications from a Community pharmacy as part of the CPCS service. There has been some reports nationally that some patients have been abusing the system and requesting inappropriate supplies from a number of different pharmacies. Although controlled drugs are not allowed to be supplied as part of the service there may still be instances where the system is being abused. 

In light of this NHS 111 has asked that if surgeries feel that any of their patients may be at high risk of doing this and do not want them to receive this service by 111, please complete the attached form and return to them with necessary details (all outlined on the form). 

If your practice has a patient that they don’t want NHS 111 to provide the CPCS Urgent Medicine Service to, the attached form (West Midlands Form) can be used:
•           Ensure patient name, NHS number is supplied along with what shouldn’t be supplied on the template- this will be added to the record for the patient at 111’s side.
•           Would the practice want them to refer back to own GP if they request xxx meds?
•           Include, how long they want the notes on the record for- usually hold for 1 year then review?
•           Does it need to be shared with WMAS/any other services; they are shared with OOH.
•           Send template to specialpatientnote.referrals@nhs.net
Other notes from 111:
•           Exclusions for NHS 111 UMS are CDs and medicines not on patient’s repeats.
•           Regular users are picked up from the caller reports. Dan runs monthly report which picks up any patients requesting 3/more in any one month, they look at the cases and what they’ve called for, contact GP and check how they wish to manage this, then add special notes to system. Reviewed in line with DHU’s policies.

If you have any further questions on this please do not hesitate to contact Arrandeep.Konkon@uhcw.nhs.uk

SAHF HCP resource for Ramadan
Please find attached the SAHF HCP resource for Ramadan, It has been slightly adapted to include mandatory prescribing information required for Menarini to distribute to ensure a safe fast during Ramadan. 

ICYMI: Learning Disability Friendly Badge Webinar
We would firstly like to say a huge thank you to everyone who has responded so positively to the Learning Disability Friendly Badge launch. 

We’ve already had a number of applications, and there is still time to submit one before the first review panel. The date for the review panel is TBC, and we will be providing further details very soon. 

If you were unable to attend the launch event or webinar, you can now view the recording of the session. We would recommend watching this if you’d like to find out more about the badge, and about the application process. 

To be awarded the accreditation, GP practices will need to apply using this form, demonstrating that they meet the following criteria:
1.     The GP practice has an identified Learning Disability Champion
2.     People with a learning disability receive personalised care
3.     People with a learning disability receive high quality Learning Disability Annual Health Checks that improve their health outcomes
4.     The GP practice makes reasonable adjustments to enable easier access and improve patients’ experience of their care.
 
National Diabetes Experience Survey (NDES) - Opt-out poster
Thank you for your support in displaying an opt-out poster for the National Diabetes Experience Survey (NDES).

We are writing with a reminder to please remove any opt-out posters you currently have displayed. The deadline for opting out of the survey was 17th January 2024 and it is no longer possible for us to process any requests.

Please note, if someone is selected to take part in the survey, taking part is completely voluntary and this is clearly mentioned on all invitation materials. People can choose to opt out of receiving reminders, future surveys, or can ignore the invitation. More information about the survey can be found here.  

If you have any questions about the NDES, or feedback on this process, please get in touch with us at england.digitaldiabetes@nhs.net. 
 
New EMIS-X eLearning course on Academy
EMIS Academy, our interactive digital learning platform, is FREE for all customers. Over 8,000 users have already completed over 6,000 eLearning courses on EMIS Academy, with 90% agreeing that their learning objectives were met when using Academy. 

We’re continually improving our existing courses and developing new courses and are excited to introduce our newly updated EMIS-X course on Academy. This course has an array of modules to introduce you to EMIS-X and help you navigate and use the EMIS-X application.   

If you don’t yet have an EMIS Academy account, sign up for free today to access EMIS-X training.  
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Seeking the Views of Primary Care for CMHT
Across Coventry and Warwickshire, we are boldly transforming adult Community Mental Health. Our ambition is to transform adult and older adult services to benefit both patients and our workforce.

The programme will support greater integrated working between primary, secondary and voluntary, community and social enterprise (VCSE) partners; and delivery of services at a system, place and neighbourhood level, to best meet the needs for our local populations.

A new community-based offer will include greater access to psychological therapies, improved physical health care, employment support, personalised and trauma informed care, medicines management and support for self-harm and co-existing substance use, enabling individuals to have greater choice and control over their care, and to promote meaningful recovery.

Community mental health services support individuals with severe mental illness. This is distinct from urgent crisis and inpatient services. This survey is in relation to community mental health services. 

We have used new investment to create new roles and expand teams. We are interested to hear about the experience of referrers into our redesigned mental health and wellbeing support offer.
We have developed a survey to capture the views and experience of Primary Care referrers, this can be found here.  (closes 31st January 2024)

Fitter Futures Warwickshire - Virtual Drop-Ins for Health Professionals
The Fitter Futures team are hosting virtual drop-in sessions for Warwickshire GPs and other health professionals to learn more about the Fitter Futures service, including:
•           NHS Health Checks
•           Adult Weight Management
•           Physical Activity on Referral
•           Stop Smoking service 

Please see the attached Drop-In leaflet for more information.

NHS Couch to 5km for staff / patients
At Leamington PCN we are putting on an NHS Couch to 5km group (led by Run Leaders / Health Professionals). It is open to NHS Staff and Leamington PCN patients. The only pre-requisite is that they can't already run 5km. 

Do you want support getting running in 2024? If so, we have secured funding for 12 people in the Leamington area to achieve their goal.
 
The group of qualified leaders in running fitness (including myself) will be there to help you on that journey.
 
It will involve more than just guiding you through the sessions but with the team of Lifestyle doctors, health coaches, psychiatrists and social prescribers we will support you holistically on your journey.
 
Ensuring nutrition, sleep and mental wellbeing are in the right place to optimise the process.
 
If you know some who would be interested tag them in this post.
 
To join sign up here. 
 
Mental Health and Menopause – free online eight-week course
Talking Therapies will host an eight-week online course for women who are experiencing anxiety and low mood due to menopause. The course will provide information and teach skills to help understand how mental health might be impacted by the menopause, how low mood and anxiety is maintained and how this can be changed using Cognitive Behavioural Therapy skills.

This is an online course that begins on Monday 26 February from 5.30-7.30pm. It will continue every Monday, skipping Easter Monday (1 April), to end on 22 April. To join, please self-refer with Talking Therapies online or by calling 024 7667 1090.

For any questions see attached, also flyer please contact Beth Wood, elizabeth.wood@covwarkpt.nhs.uk.

East Midlands Maternal Medicine Network
The East Midlands Maternal medicine network is hosting a one-day conference Thursday 7th March 2024 9am to 5pm, where we would like to engage with GP and practice nurses. We have developed a programme which we feel will interest them and there will be opportunities for discussion and opportunities for us to how the network can help to support them caring for pregnant women with complex medical conditions present before, during or after pregnancy.

Please see attached flyer which may be of interest to your GPs and practice nurses. The conference can be booked on eventbrite and there is a qr code at the bottom of the flyer.

Opportunity for Practice Staff to take part in a brief 5-minute online survey about how their practice is (or isn’t) taking actions towards a Net Zero NHS
Please see attached visual and invitation for practice staff to complete with a chance of winning a £50 voucher.
 
Newsletters
EMIS News (red)
Please see attached for latest edition.
  
Vacancies
None




image1.png
[NHS|

Coventry and

Warwickshire
Integrated Care Board




image2.png
PRACTICE NEWS




