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Global shortage of ADHD medicines
As you will already be aware there is a global shortage of some types of ADHD medicines. This is currently affecting supplies of:
·        Atomoxetine
·        Guanfacine
·        Lisdexamfetamine
·        Methylphenidate
We understand this may be a problem until January, though some stock may come back online earlier such as atomoxetine.
 
We are very aware that patients are likely to contact their GP, as the shared care prescriber for these medications, or their community pharmacy. In order to help you manage these patients, we have put together a frequently asked questions with specific advice for the medications currently out of stock. We are, of course, not recommending medication switches.
 
We draw your attention particularly to the guidance around Guanfacine, which has particular risks for patients if stopped suddenly. If you have concerns about a patient currently taking Guanfacine, please contact a CWPT specialist to discuss.
 
This comes at a difficult time for Primary Care and adds to the pressures you are already facing. Although we are unable to influence the supply of these medications we are examining everything we can do as a system to alleviate this additional pressure and the burden this also places on patients and their support network; we have escalated this more widely to formulate a response across multiple agencies including the local authorities. We will keep you informed as the situation develops. We hope to send a further update in 48 hours. 
 
If you require additional support then please do contact the primary care team.
 
Links for coping strategies for patients These can be found here:
ADHD Strategies for Adults
Supporting Children and Young People with a diagnosis of ADHD
 
Spirometry Enhanced Service – Coventry, Rugby and South Warwickshire Practices – Expressions of Interest
Please find attached the Service Specification and Expression of Interest form for the Spirometry Enhanced Service for Coventry, Rugby and South Warwickshire Practices for 2023/24.

Practices already signed up to the scheme in 22/23 will automatically receive a new contract via Adobe Sign for 23/24.

Any practices wishing to sign up, please complete the EOI form and return to the cwicb.pc-contracting@nhs.net FAO Mike Towers.

Should you have any queries regarding the attached, please can you contact cwicb.pc-contracting@nhs.net   
 
DXS - Discontinuation of Read Coding System
For WN area and other users- DXS would like to bring to your attention an important update regarding the coding system used in DXS Point-of-Care. In their ongoing commitment to enhance the quality of our Point-of-Care product, they have chosen to refine their service by discontinuing the ‘Read’ coding system option in response to the following directive from NHS England:
  
“All NHS healthcare providers in England must use SNOMED CT for capturing clinical information. This includes primary care, secondary care, mental health, and community systems.”
  
This decision has been made to enhance the precision of coded data on their referral forms and to optimise the accuracy of passback coding associated with these forms – ensuring seamless integration with patients' electronic health records.
  
As of 27 October 2023, DXS Point-of-Care will no longer support the Read coding system.
  
Previously, DXS provided the option to select between the ‘Read’ and ‘SNOMED CT’ coding systems in Point-of-Care. However, with the increasing complexity of the SNOMED CT coding system, it has become progressively challenging for the Read system to interpret and comprehend coded data effectively. Consequently, it is imperative that they transition exclusively to the SNOMED CT system as the continued use of Read coding can result in data-flow inconsistencies between patients' electronic health records and DXS Point-of-Care referral forms.

DXS deeply values your continued support, and eagerly anticipate providing you with an elevated standard of service as they implement these enhancements. If you have any questions or require further information regarding these improvements, please do not hesitate to contact their dedicated customer support team. Tel: 0800 028 0004 (Option 1) Email: support-uk@dxs-systems.com
 
Applications open for funding to address mental health inequalities
The Coventry and Warwickshire Mental Health Collaborative (MHC) is inviting expressions of interest for funding to support the mental health and wellbeing of residents. The Collaborative have secured £1 million funding to address mental health inequalities 
 
The MHC has been established to improve the mental health and wellbeing of children, young people, and adults by working together at scale and at place. One of its core principles is ‘a focus on prevention and reducing inequalities.’
 
Research has shown that people in the 10% most deprived areas face a much higher risk of mental illness; they are three times more likely to be detained under the Mental Health Act and twice as likely to die by suicide. The lives of people diagnosed with a severe mental illness are, on average, 20 years shorter than those without. The funding aims to support work to reduce these mental health inequalities and improve health outcomes. 

The fund is open to collaborative Expressions of Interest (EOI) from all Provider organisations (including VCFSE partners); links must be made with existing clinical pathways. More details of the criteria and application process can be found in this form.

The deadline for Expression of Interest is Wednesday 8th November. 

If you have any questions, please email mhhealthinequalities@covwarkpt.nhs.uk
  
New Dermatology Provider
Please see attached communication in relation to the new dermatology provider – Vita Health Group, commencing their service on 15th October.  If you would like to upload the referral form on EMIS, the form can be downloaded here.
 
Drug Alert: Synthetic Opioids (Nitazenes)
Please see the attached. This is a Change Grow Live (CGL) alert that has been circulated within CGL following a number of reports across the country of Nitazenes being found in different illicit substances, not just heroin: therefore, we are asking that anyone, no matter what substance they use are made aware.

Warwickshire County Council commissions a range of local services for adults and young people affected by alcohol and/or drugs.  

Advice for staying safe and helping others is attached and below. Please cascade as appropriate.

Change Grow Live (Cgl) - Warwickshire Adult Drug and Alcohol Service 
·        Visit the Change Grow Live website
·        Self-referrals or professional referrals to Change Grow Live
Compass – Warwickshire Children and Young People’s Drug and Alcohol Service 
·        Tel: 01788 578 227 
·        Visit the Compass website
·      Young person self-referrals, parent referrals or professional referrals to Compass
 
Tresiba 100units/ml FlexTouch supply problems
A reminder that the disruption to the supply of Tresiba Flextouch (insulin degludec) 100units/ml 3ml pens continues and we have been made aware this is generating a lot of concern for patients and clinicians. Advice from the diabetes team on what to do for patients that are affected by these stock shortages are in the Tresiba supply disruption attachment.
  
Medicine Supply Notification: Supply issue with multiple products (Tier 2 and Tier 3 MSNs)
Please find attached:
·        A Tier 3 Medicine Supply Notification (MSN) for:  Bumetanide 1mg and 5mg tablets
·       A Tier 2 Medicine supply Notification (MSN) for:  Pancrease® HL gastro-resistant capsules
·        A Tier 2 Medicine Supply Notification (MSN) for:  Azithromycin (Azyter®) 15mg/g eye drops (0.25g unit dose, preservative free)
 
The contents of these MSNs can be viewed on the Medicines Supply Tool. The Tool also details any changes to resupply dates and updates to the entries. To access the Tool, you will be required to register with the SPS website.
 
General Practice Annual Electronic Self-Declaration (eDec)
The collection window for the 2023 General Practice Annual Electronic Self-Declaration (eDec) is expected to open on Monday 23rd of October and close on Friday 1st of December. Practices should receive an email from the Data Collections Service - seft.team@nhs.net reminding them of this.
 
SWFT Non-specific Symptoms Pathway
Please find attached:                                                                      
·       Referral form in word doc
·        Link to edwt version; (Link is time sensitive, runs out on 26th Oct) you do not need to open this file. Please save this file onto your computer (remember where its saved) and then import into EMIS and it will transfer 
 
The referral form will also be made available on Arden. The link will be shared once this has been uploaded.
 
Coventry Occupational Therapists recognised for outstanding contributions to community health
Please see article for full story.















	Training, events & surveys
Coventry and Warwickshire Bespoke AccuRx Total Triage Webinar
Don’t forget to join us at 3pm on Wednesday 25th October to learn more about implementing a total triage model at your practice. Join us to:
•           See how Reception Flow works;
•           Learn how to effectively triage all requests from your inbox; 
•           Ask questions so you feel confident to make this (exciting) change. 

This is a bespoke webinar just for Coventry and Warwickshire ICB, so you’ll be in the company of colleagues across your ICS. All registrants will receive the recording, so it’s worth signing up!

This webinar is designed to help practices move to total triage, using the products you already have!
Register for the webinar here
 
Training & Development Offers - October 2023 supporting documents
We recently shared the Training and Development Opportunities for Oct 2023 with you.  It has since come to light that some of the embedded documents within the pdf may not be accessible to everyone. With that in mind, please find attached the embedded documents, along with another copy of the offer opportunities, to help with the cascade of information. 

·        Development Offers
·        Demand and Capacity
·        GPIL Programme Overview
·        Fundamentals of Change and improvement overview
·        Digital and Transformation Lead programme
 
Please also note, the national team have recently updated their Futures Page to include many new resources and updated information about the programmes, which can be accessed here.
 
National Social Prescribing Link Worker Survey
The 2023 Social Prescribing Link Worker survey is now live! The NHS England Social Prescribing team have published this year’s Social Prescribing Link Worker survey and are seeking the views and experiences of SPLWs in their role through this survey, which will focus on:
·        Employment
·        Training, Development and Supervision
·        Equipment and System Access
·       SPLW Role and Skills

The results from this survey will be used to continue to develop the support offer for SPLWs and will remain open until Friday 3rd November 2023. Please share this with your colleagues and wider networks.
 
Free Virtual Suicide Awareness and Response Training
Clinicians are invited to attend virtual Suicide Awareness and Response training available for all staff in a primary and secondary care clinical role, to increase knowledge and understanding of suicide and how you can respond in primary and secondary care.

The training will help you understand how to use the clinical tool, SAFETool, to support their assessment of a patient at risk of suicide. You will also practice triage, assessment and referral skills using a clinical case to facilitate referral to mental health services if needed and will know how to co-produce a safety plan, providing valuable CPD accreditation and evidence of continued learning and development in safeguarding patients.

Participants will be provided with access to a further short online module that must be completed to be accredited to use SAFETool

To find out more about this bespoke course and how to book, visit Eventbrite here.
 
Midlands Greener Primary Care Week- 6th – 10th November 2023
The Midlands Greener Primary Care Week will consist of bite-sized, virtual sessions running over each day, open to everyone in or connected to primary care. All sessions will be recorded and hosted online to view afterwards. By doing this, we aim to facilitate attendance and work around professional and personal commitments.
 
Please see the attached information about the upcoming Midlands Greener Primary Care.

Registration is now open at Midlands Greener Primary Care Week | NHS England Events.

You can request to receive calendar invites for specific sessions here. 
 
Newsletters
Wellbeing Wednesday article 18.10.23
This week’s edition of Wellbeing Wednesday covers the following topics:
·        Hear about a host of resources to support you with the Menopause.
·        Discover how to register for the new wellbeing webinars each month and catch up on the last one.
·        Find out how registering to Vivup can support you with life ups and downs and the cost of living.
 
The link to Wellbeing Wednesday is here.

Previous editions of Wellbeing Wednesday can be found on the Latest News page of our website. Visit the Health and Wellbeing page on our website for more resources.
 
EMIS Roundup – 13th October 2023
Please see attached this month's edition of EMIS roundup.
 
Wayfinder Newsletter
Please see attached this month's edition of the Wayfinder NHS App e-newsletter! This monthly publication will provide you with the latest news from across the programme. If you have any queries or feedback, please do not hesitate to reach out to us at wayfinder.comms@nhs.net.
 



