					Latest information for practices
[bookmark: Latest-information-for-practices]Updates on the General Practice Improvement Programme (GPIP)
Please see attachment for details regarding the offers that can be found on the national general practice improvement programme.
 
Medicine Supply Notifications for supply issues with multiple products (Tier 2 MSN's)
Please find attached: 
·        A Tier 2 Medicine Supply Notification (MSN) for:  Estradiol valerate/medroxyprogesterone acetate (Indivina®) 1mg/5mg tablets
·         A Tier 2 Medicine Supply Notification (MSN) for:  Estradiol (FemSeven®) 75micrograms/24hours and 100micrograms/24hours transdermal patches
·         A Tier 2 Medicine Supply Notification (MSN) for:  Midazolam (Epistatus®) 2.5mg/0.25ml and 10mg/1ml oromucosal solution pre-filled oral syringes 
 
The contents of these MSNs can be viewed on the Medicines Supply Tool. The Tool also details any changes to resupply dates and updates to the entries. To access the Tool you will be required to register with the SPS Website: https://www.sps.nhs.uk/
 
New Lower GI pathway Launch 
The University Hospital Coventry and Warwickshire (UHCW) NHS Trust is pleased to announce the introduction of the new Lower GI pathway in line with national recommendations (NICE: 24th August 2023). 

This pathway seeks for all patients, where clinically appropriate, to have a FIT test completed prior to referral. All patients need to be appropriately safety netted and GPs are asked, based on the result of the FIT, to refer patients to a lower GI pathway, a non-specific symptom pathway or other suitable route Document 1 Pathway

You will find detailed below several key documents and the relevant links to 

Revised Referral forms (available on GP Gateway in word and edwt format)

·         2ww Lower GI referral form incorporating the changes for FIT negative patients;
https://www.coventryrugbygpgateway.nhs.uk/pages/gi-lower/
 
·         Non-Specific Symptoms referral form incorporating appropriate FIT negative patients 
-         https://www.coventryrugbygpgateway.nhs.uk/pages/gi-lower/  
-          https://www.coventryrugbygpgateway.nhs.uk/pages/non-specific-symptoms-pathway-for-a-possible-cancer-diagnosis/
·         FIT referral form: the link is also available here FIT Request Form 2022 – Blank – GP Gateway (coventryrugbygpgateway.nhs.uk). Do not refer to local Trusts or in parallel with a 2ww
 
Patient resources 
·         Document 2 updated patient information leaflet to explain FIT process;FIT Patient Information Leaflet Updated 2023 – GP Gateway (coventryrugbygpgateway.nhs.uk)
·         Document 3 Patient information leaflet for urgent cancer referrals Your urgent suspected cancer referral (cancerresearchuk.org)
Primary Care resources and Guidance 
·         Document 4  Information pack to support implementation of internal safety netting and text message processes 
·         Document 5  Coding in Primary Care; to support payments associated with IIF
·         Document 6  ‘How to collect sample’  
·         UHCW Lower GI Advice and Guidance is available by ERS or alternatively clinical advice may be obtained from Consultant LGI surgeon on-call bleep. Please contact via switchboard on 024 7696 4000
 
Lead Contacts at UHCW
For queries associated with Non-specific symptoms please contact:

Dr Murthy, NSS Clinical Lead
narasimha.murthy@uhcw.nhs.uk

Dr Lye Quen Hon, Consultant Radiologist
LyeQuen.Hon@uhcw.nhs.uk

John Elliott, Head of Cancer Services
john.elliott@uhcw.nhs.uk

Assurance on FIT Turnaround Times
Please discuss with your patient the importance of completing the FIT test as soon as they receive this in the post. This will support the onward referral and the hospital will be able to prioritise which test is best for the patient. 

To support a timely turnaround, it is crucial to inform patients of the following:

The FIT testing kit will arrive through the post As soon as they receive the kit, they should do the sample and return the kit as soon as possible, ideally within 1-2 days. It important to impress on the patient the urgency with which they do this in order that you receive the result as soon as possible allowing the onward referral to be made. 

·         Highlight the patient information leaflet which explains how to take the sample Document 6
·         If you would like to request FIT kits for demonstration purposes only and to retain within the practice please complete the attached request form found here FIT Demonstration Kit Request for Primary Care 2023 – GP Gateway (coventryrugbygpgateway.nhs.uk)

To provide assurance on Bowel Screening Turnaround times a recent patient case study is detailed below:

· Patient presents to GP; completes blood forms and requests FIT test- 31/7/23
· FIT received by patient and completed same day- 03/8/23
· Results shared with referring GP- 10/8/23
· GP call to patient and 2ww referral to Lower GI arranged (FIT >10) -10/8/23
· Patient triaged and booked into appropriate 2ww clinic -11/8/23
· Patient attends virtual OP clinic and discusses options with clinician -16/8/23
· Patient booked for Endoscopy -23/8/23
 
The ICB is also developing a webinar to support primary care with the implementation of the revised pathway. It is anticipated this will be distributed within the next month.

The ICB Cancer Transformation Team is working directly with both SWFT and GEH to ensure this pathway is mobilised shortly. A separate place-based communication will follow.

If you have any queries, please contact Michelle.Park4@nhs.net AND Dionne.Trivedi2@nhs.net

Thank you for your cooperation – ICB Cancer Transformation 
 
Introduction of a new amended Gynaecology TWW referral form for Coventry and Warwickshire
Please be advised that secondary care in Coventry and Warwickshire is continuing to experience increased demand in the number of Two Week Wait (TWW) referrals.

· The current waiting time is now consistently around 14-16 days for a first outpatient appointment for the Gynaecology 2WW service at University Hospital Coventry and Warwickshire NHS Trust (UHCW), 25 days at George Eliot Hospital (GEH) and 13 daysat Warwick Hospital (SWFT). 
· The Trusts are exploring several operational plans for reducing the overall wait time with the aim to clear the majority of the backlog of patients. 

After several consultations with primary and secondary care stakeholders, we have amended the existing TWW referral form to improve referral and triaging processes. 

To support secondary care with clinical prioritisation, we would ask for all TWW referrals to include:

· A full physical, face to face examination with documented clinical details of the patient examination
· Performance status completed 
· Mental capacity status completed 
· Need for interpreters completed 

Please be reminded that the latest Gynaecology TWW referral form is available as follows:-

Coventry -         GP Gateway 
WN         -        DXS and PCIT (2 separate systems in use at WN) 
SW         -          Ardens Pathway 
Rugby     -       GP Gateway
 
Please find attached HRT Guidance, Guidance for Women on Tamoxifen, PCB Guidance and Post Menopausal Bleeding Patient Information Leaflet.
 
Warwickshire Sexual Health Service
The teams at Sexual Health Service have shared information for Primary Care Service Providers.   Please see attached for your information and attached to display in General Practice.
 
New look resource hub to support online registration service
A new-look resource hub to support practices and PCNs wanting to find out more about the Register with a GP surgery service, including video content, has been launched. The service, which reduces admin time for GP practices while improving access for patients, is now used by 1 in 5 practices in England and more than 400k patients have used it in its first year. Almost half (48%) of all patients using the online tool registered outside normal GP surgery opening hours.

 
 
Training, events & surveys
GPN National Update: Monthly Webinars
Please find attached agendas for the next GPN National Update: Monthly Webinars scheduled to take place on Friday 06 October  and Friday 03 November. We encourage all nurses working in General Practice to join us as an opportunity to share best practice and for your voice to be heard by the national team.

Autumn Education Programme
A reminder that the Primary Care Medical Education Team are running an Autumn programme that can be found Autumn-Term-Programme-2023.pdf (cwtraininghub.co.uk) .  There is a wide selection of topics on Wednesday lunchtimes as well as PLT afternoon events.  The sessions are FREE to all Primary Care Clinicians in C&W.  For more information, please contact crgpa.education.cwth@nhs.net














	Newsletters
EMIS Weekly roundup
The EMIS weekly update is attached for your information.  This edition includes updates on Panic Button Removal from EMIS Web, GP Appointment Exception Flag, EMIS Web 64-Bit update and much more. 

Wellbeing Wednesday article 20.9.23
As part of our Health and Wellbeing programme, we produce a weekly ‘Wellbeing Wednesday’ post that shares wellbeing tips & tools, courses/events, support services etc.

We really need your help and support in sharing ‘Wellbeing Wednesday’ to ensure that as many of our Primary Care, Federation and Alliance staff have access to the wellbeing support on offer.
Please copy and share the below via your communications – newsletters, bulletins, website, social media etc.

Read this week’s edition to:
Hear about a host of opportunities to get active for National Fitness Day Find out how registering to Vivup can support you with life up's and downs and the cost of living Have your say and share your experience and thoughts in our Workforce Racial Discrimination Survey Discover practical tips on how to develop fairer and more inclusive hiring practices Register for Peer Wellbeing sessions 

The link to Wellbeing Wednesday is: https://www.cwtraininghub.co.uk/wellbeing-wednesday-20th-september-2023/

Previous editions of Wellbeing Wednesday can be found on the Latest News page of our website. Visit the Health and Wellbeing page on our website for more resources.
 
Vacancies
None.






