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Revised West Midland Cancer Alliance Lower GI pathway 
A revised West Midland Cancer Alliance Lower GI pathway will be launched (at place) over the coming weeks. We will issue a separate communication with supporting documentation. This will include an education webinar.
· FIT referral form; please complete this ahead of referral (for both low risk and those patients who meet NG12) into 2ww Lower GI services. To access the referral form please follow the following link FIT Request Form 2022 – Blank – GP Gateway (coventryrugbygpgateway.nhs.uk). This should be emailed to uhc-tr.fitbcs@nhs.net. Please DO NOT send this directly to Lower GI teams.
· The latest 2ww Lower GI referral form can be accessed here 2WW GI Lower Referral Form – Blank 2022 – GP Gateway (coventryrugbygpgateway.nhs.uk)
· Where available please include patient FIT result with future 2ww Lower GI referrals  and patient performance status (this will allow hospital clinicians to triage patients to the most appropriate clinic/diagnostic test)
· Safety netting guidance is located here
· Guidance on the nationally specified FIT codes to support IIF is located here

Shingles vaccine programme changes from 1 September 2023
The letter outlining the changes to the shingles vaccine programme from 1 September 2023 has been published here. Based on the recommendation from the Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI), those that can get the vaccine is being expanded to younger age groups so individuals, particularly those with a weakened immune system, can be protected at an earlier age to prevent more shingles cases. It means hundreds of thousands more people will be able to get protected against shingles each year. 
    
The vaccine that is used in the programme is also changing. All newly eligible individuals will be offered two doses of the non-live vaccine Shingrix instead of the live vaccine Zostavax.
   
From 1 September 2023: 
·         those aged 70-79 will still be able to get the shingles vaccine from their GP practice. They will either be offered one dose of Zostavax or two doses of Shingrix (6 to 12 months apart)
·         all those aged 50 and over with a weakened immune system will be offered two doses of the Shingrix vaccine by their GP practice (8 weeks to 6 months apart). 
·         those turning 65 and 70 will be offered two doses of the Shingrix vaccine (6 to 12 months apart) by their GP practice as they become eligible (eligibility will go down to 60 years old in September 2028).
     
Unity PCN 
Please be advised that from 1st July 2023 Dr Gavin Shields is the Clinical Director for Unity PCN.
    
Have you joined the Population Health Management Workspace?
To join follow the link FutureNHS collaboration space for Coventry and Warwickshire teams working on Population Health Management. This workspace also hosts guides, demonstrations and detailed technical documents for the use of our PHM data platform – HealtheIntent.
   
By joining, you can learn more about PHM and stay up to date with the latest news; such as this case study video showcasing how our clinicians are using a PHM approach to support patients with lower back pain.
   
If you’d like access to the platform, follow the simple steps in the document attached or alternatively you can email cwicb.cwphm@nhs.net
    
Don’t forget to sign your Population Health Management Data Sharing and Data Processing Agreements!
Each practice will have received a Data Sharing and a Data Processing Agreement to complete via Adobe Sign. The agreements should be signed by your Clinical Lead or Caldicott Guardian. 
    
You will then receive a notification from EMIS asking you to confirm this authorization.
If you have any questions, or have not received these agreements, please email: cwicb.cwphm@nhs.net
    
Safe Surgeries
Join us for a session on Wednesday 19th July at 1pm for all practices in Coventry and Warwickshire to learn more about the Safe Surgeries initiative, the benefits of joining and the resources available, with an opportunity to ask questions. 11 practices across Coventry and Warwickshire have already signed up to the network to ensure their services are accessible to everyone in the community, regardless of immigration status, language, or proof of ID/address. The session will be hosted by Marina Davidson from Doctors of the World and Dr Feroz Ahmed, DOTW Safe Surgeries GP champion. You can register to attend via Eventbrite here.
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West Midlands Cervical Screen Services Newsletter
Black Country Pathology Services, The Royal Wolverhampton Hospital Trust have attached the laboratory newsletter – attachment issue 04 for June 2023. They have also requested completion of the attached ‘practice details’ form -attachment if you have had any recent changes at your practice relevant to Cytology so they we can keep our records up to date
 
Vacancies
None.
              
Deadline for content inclusion
If you'd like to have content included in the GP newsletter, please ensure that you send it to cwicb.primarycare@nhs.net by 3pm each Wednesday to be included in the newsletter for Friday. If content is sent after this deadline, it will be included in the following week's newsletter.
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